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Irom I89a to ISiQ, saw fQI the first time many young women with 




ing isi'&ieMmWMh Amendment, in 1919, m^ked i 
istory. By thel920's something changed, women started to be excluded from "graduate and 
,SGhopls*c(^orations, hospitals and other places of training and employment 




fas time not ifttemsted in poli^liWI^lfiffi IH mq\Mu§ ill 
Era was a time of enlightenment for women in America, why was the south sloW to progress? 
Gordon observed that "during the politically conservative era following World War I,: 
digressive vision d]yqjia4lb§4; rt4^3®^>ia§tit!*^^^ disappeared or lost their 




the ignoring of curfewlEtpMatis at coeducational institutions throughout tire tfW§^ At 8 
same time, however, the majority of women in the south tumed their backs on coeducational 
colleges and universities causing women's colleges of the south to flourish. The southern 




Ifesfle^ in the footMIls of the Blue Kidge Mountains of southern Virginia, Sweet Briar 
College could have easily fell victim to this phenomenon. The campus itself was very large 
though secluded and as a result had to hire strong women for role models to omto 
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i^her EducmiQn in the Progressive Er% Q^ew Havfin; 4* 
, **Prc!serv%ttei^degM; 
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the secretary does not go into detdl of what said Of the mood of the room, just what was % 
be voted on and the results. I then looked at the Brambler because it was the students' point @f 
1 ^im wsd l^^^m^. m^^mim^ i^^^iid^nt to fin4 kaw she felt about the 




todays students. ^« school's faculty and staff were seen as surrogate parents to IM 
It was felt that students needed the protection of the faculty. The faculty did this, not because 
il«if .f^,students could not behave around men, hut to assure they would not leave Sweet Briar 




leges they 

eefftfef 'S6Me^r and years to come^ The list was simple. The juniors wanted to sit up after 
lights out in the junior study. The faculty granted this request. The juniors wanted to walk to 




^th a man at the Virginia 
Betel without a ch^Jeron. Hbwew, te faculty granted that juniors would be able to walk with 
a gentleman to the lake un-chaperoned but only in the day. They asked to go to and from 
tynchburg without a chaperon in a car. Tl^J&E^t 




Sweet 
[SBCA] 



believer in women's rights. She hefself well edtibated and employed MltlTaB. Mswavei?; 
she was also a highly religious woman who did not want the reputation of her girls or the school 
tMished. She felt that it was her re^Gusibility to protect students and their reputations fmm 




On May eighth, 1921, she told the faculty M She had *ine6ntrovettibie evidence th^ 
Stanley Miller and Fritzie Virden had several times been seen in Amherst in company with two 
men whose reputation is so bad that they are not permitted to come to Sweet Briar College."^® 




expelled the two 

In 1922, so there was no more misunderstanding of the rules and regulations, the senior 
was asked by the faculty to resubmit their list of privileges'^. These new privileges would 




thc'' tweniy-^l^tih' ^ I^^ta' IIK #M^y ^t'''iMb. mi ^rt^MM H il 
twenty-two privileges the seniors requested. Among the requests were to be able to *1iave week^ 
end absences at their discretion".'^ Before this, students had to have the schools promise to leave 
campus, even if they were going home. They granted the request to have weekend absences,, 



^ Sw«Bi^ Collie FaGuljy, Vmltf Wsmm,M^ C 19ll^ 

'°ibid 
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Sweet Briar Coltege-Fa(;u]t^, Faculty MinuteSi, 
''Ibid. 



smim could have ibtn&t at the ?!i^nlaft QM-chapefOnBd with men. President Mc Vea asked 
about the policy at Randolph-Macon Women's College and would determine whether or not it 
wo-iiM be aJilQwed, I^e 




froM t iSian any gift 

eifttiy, flowers or a tip on the Stock Market, she shall not mention the fact to her mother. 2. No 
debutante should shoot crap during the closed season. 6. At Sunday night bridge parties m 
really nice debutantt s^^^hM %m I 




l^sident McVea retired her post at Sweet Briar College in If^ due to health reasons. 
Her last year was marked with sadness and change. She was a beloved president of Sweet Briar 
College and felt strongly about a women's role in the world. She put, pen tjo 




i; jlltt flOt While m Bftar. Her past actions of expelling 
students for fractionating with men un-chaperoned will attest for that. She went on to add "each 
one of joau is needed today; what you think, what you do, what vision you hold will affect for 



mi 




'*Celia 
1923), 22. 



" Emilie W. McVea to the Directors, Faculty and Students of Sweet ^Iriar College, 
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;e after tog^kava Sweet 




b \mt ^sifcm for §mmi Bdtf 
students in the June 1925 issue of The Bulletin. In this address she states "I would have the 
graduate of Sweet Briar a woman strong in body, sincere in thought, clear of vision: % mo4.e^^. 




^ihduM doUfe^ te fove and respect she had forte 
\. MiVea did what she felt best to guide her students through pre-adulthood before she 
left. McVea gives President Meta Glass her full sup|iort ,an4 ieaves the stutot bad^ with her 
words of eiiGauratg^»J, 




a ^^iplinarian. Students who broke themlis did tior seem to su^ M harsh a penalty as 
j; they were given many more changes the students who came before them under; 
McVea'srule. 




defend hef and fellow sfiadents against the 
a brief analogy to her grandmother and mother's generation to her own. A 
few examples are: "Grandmother wore a wig- mother wore her hair done up high- daughter bobs 
hers- but they all had to wash it now ^mi'' 




Emile W. McVea, "My Ideal for Sweet Briar Students", Manuscript, 1920, SBCA. 

for Sweet Briar Students", Bulletin Sweet Briar College-An 




but each managed to get 




m% ©f Sweet Briar College undeiistded te ehtnges were happening between the 
Wq generations making their customs different but still felt it important for women to be 
phaperoned. The faculty under the new presi4^J^ Glass* M4 




yf^ Oiarlottesvillr^^ a man un-chaperoned then 
tMddd a dance without permission."^' Some of the other offenses alleged in the report were 
"drinking with University of Virginia boys" and smoJan^in the dorm mmmi 
these rules weiie ew 




IW ff^m school Etfter she come 
i^k ft^m Lynchburg in a car wth aman un-chaperoned at one-thirty in the morning and 
"driving to the Country Club then dining there with a man un-chaperoned ^ without 



penjiission."^ This was just too much even for a H 




€tmpmses* She spdak W t 
lilar probiems with Sttidents wanting more privileges at his school's plight. He told 
te thfii **majority of our students come from conservative homes we have felt distinctly in the 
past three or four years the trend toward individu^ism. This trend hm^ 
through requests fqr stdditifm^ j^^^li^^*'^ 'ft 




(^sAma. tHftf IheBrmtbler, m (October 1926). 1 L 
Emily Hefen Button, KiB.. 1927-19^ Report of the Dean. SBCA 
'Ibid. 8 
Ibid. 8 

and the College Student". Address for the National Assnciatinn nf 




W terfdct their condiiGt may have on the good name of the 
;'rtbp.**25 The Principals were afraid of how the students' actions would reflect back on the 
stMent and the school. President G\m$ wmtQA to tow if the .^pjun^ m Mmi 




ig Women were white ^d of good 
ici^e^e Man^ng. Although President Glass had many meetings with the students this night 
was devoted to the topic of, "was there a need for chaperones at Sweet Briar College?" Miss 
Glass wanted to know their attitudes toward cha|>erones so to kngw 
tea to 




figgling stopiJSiS, IK^ m^^d sayfng that chaperones 
litteriy un-necessary and ineffective". They went on to say they "ranked [chaperones] with 
pretty decorations and good refreshments- har41y so importent as good music", 
women noted that 




If mtfked the trend toward open dialogue between faculty and students. No more 
guessing what the other side is thinking. President Glass spoke with her students about what 
thek needs and wants were. That is not to 




' Meta Glass, p. 5 

'Meta Glass, "Self-Express and the College Student",, Address for the Natoti 



Jfep: we fmd it is north that placed this stereotype on the 
south because it did not feel they progress fast enough. Even in it'? $mimm sectowa Sweet, 
Briar College was a place for women to lem and poiri. 




^ mm- m walking to towfi w 
1919, all they do k and the faculty tries its best to accommodate. If 
felt it would not jeopardize the students' virtue. That is not to say students could 
walk all over the faculty. Two students did get e^i^ll^in 
after the 




^hat the students 
njpc^Hg thg fflles for debutante for the 1923- 1924 

smic year. 

The turning point for the students in their guest for freedcilj fl 
when President Mc Vea reties in 1@ES.; 




1^ as chiltoi; Ws ^is pmm in 1929 when she asked a few students to have a 
talk with her about chaperones. I choose this as my last story because it answers the question of 
what Sweet Briar College reaction to the tieai,^ 



Primary Soarce§; 



iBntm^^i^^imm^- -^mM m^mmMmM CoUege Achieves lOOT-two on the 
nst bookshelf, top two tote, tx^, tj^^l^^ip^^te |^), page 
46, volumel issue 2(December 1923), page 22. and volume 4 issuel (Octote 
1926) pagell. This is a stufet pttbii^l^imitaziBe^tit had, 



Minutes. Volume 1-9 (liii^ 1934) Found in Sweet: J ^ 

two, second shelf from bottom, last bookcase on right. I used October 8, 191% 
^^J.921 and,^^^embia: 28, 1922 because it told what aationa tQok!fi$m ' 

MTOscript, 1920. Emile W. McVea, "My Ideal for Sweet Briar Students", Found in 

Sweet Briar College Archives in the McVea box top shelf, last bookcase on left. I 
imd this because it showed what the president felt about her students. It did not 
tell how the students 'Mm %it"'^eal fe^t Bl 





l^?t::€^ the Dean, 1927- 1928. Found in file folder marked "miscellaneous 1927, 1928, 
' W^^-I^m ^ M'M iW^:Mar College Archives ^K:#ttitoie on the front 
nght comer. Emily Helen Dutton, PhD, wrote 
of reprimands taken by tfee . 
response was^ 





%h by Meta Glass, "Self-fepn^ a^li^Mlege Stt 
Association of Principals of Schools for Girls", February lSM..,f ound in tam 
two of Sweet Briar College Archives. I used.this because it showed what the 
wanted from her students how ever it did not give a student opnion^ 
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